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NASP Key Messages

As school psychologists actively engage in advocacy for the purpose of preserving or promoting
school psychology, it is critical to be familiar with the key messages that have been identified as
part of this effort. These messages are based upon input from school psychology leaders as well
as a variety of stakeholder groups including principals, teachers, school boards, parents,
community mental health providers, and advocates. The message alone is not adequate. School
psychologists must reinforce these messages through their actions. Every school psychologist can
benefit from considering how they are actively advocating for their work, the degree that their work
reflects these key messages, and how their actions add value to school improvement efforts.
These messages are designed primarily for use with school administrators, but they can be
adapted as needed for other audiences.

Our overriding message to school administrators is: “We can be part of the solution, no matter the
problem. Tap your school psychologist as a resource to help all students learn.” This message is
developed further through three main points:

1. School psychologists are a unique, essential, and valuable part of the school team.
2. With regard to today’s tough economic climate, your school psychologist may be a

potentially untapped resource.
3. Support the well-being of your school/district by supporting school psychologists’

roles and funding.

For each of these main points, there are four or five smaller messages that provide examples of
how the work of school psychologists demonstrates this big idea. The resources below will assist
you in understanding these key messages and how to incorporate them into your advocacy plan.

Communiqué Article: “Part of the Solution, No Matter the Problem,” by Melissa Reeves, Kathy
Cowan, and Stacy Skalski, Vol. 37, No. 6, starting on p.1
(http://www.nasponline.org/publications/cq/mocq376solution.aspx)

What You Need to Know About School Psychologists (Key Messages)
(http://www.nasponline.org/advocacy/psychservicesroadmap/whattoknowschoolpsych.pdf)


